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Be BEAR AWARE! 
There have been several bear sightings near school grounds 

recently. 

During the fall, bear sightings are common in our community.  Bears 

are looking for food in order to fatten up for their long winter of 

hibernation.  Bears do not generally pose a threat to humans, unless 

provoked in some way, or if a person comes between a mom and her 

cubs.  We do currently have a mom and cubs in the area, so great care should be taken to avoid them if 

they are sighted. 

 

In the interest of student safety, we ask that all families discuss bear awareness and safety at home.  

Teachers are also involving students in ongoing conversation about wildlife safety in the classroom, and 

on class outings on the school grounds. 

Students walking or biking to and from home are encouraged to travel in groups, be loud, and stick to the 

main roads as part of their route. 

 

The following additional tips are taken from 

centerforwildlifeinformation.org/BeBearAware/BearEncounters/bearencounters.html: 

 

If you or your child(ren) see a bear at a distance: 

 Detour as far away as possible while monitoring the bear’s behavior. If the bear is close to the 

trail and you cannot bypass it or return the way you came, wait for the bear to leave the trail area. 

If the bear is approaching you, identify yourself as human by allowing the bear to see and hear 

you. The bear should divert its direction and avoid you 

 

If you or your child(ren) encounter a bear up close: 

 Give bears a chance to identify you as human, and not a threat. If the bear stands up, it is trying 

to see, hear and smell you better. Talk firmly in a low-pitched voice while backing away. Avoid 

direct eye contact as bears may perceive this as a challenge or threat.  

  

 Continue to back away slowly and cautiously, retreating to a place of safety. Monitor the animal’s 

response, and adjust your actions accordingly. 

 

For more information on wildlife encounters and safety, please visit the site noted above, or other trusted 

sites on wildlife safety. 

 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

Jasmin Marshman, Principal 
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